Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills 
and the Migrant Student
The Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) statewide assessments are designed to measure the extent to which a student from Texas has acquired and is able to apply the defined knowledge and skills at each grade level. 

Areas of student assessments include mathematics, English, science, English language arts, and social studies for students from grades 3 through 10. For the 11th and 12th grades, the exit-level test includes English language arts, mathematics, science and social studies. The curriculum associated with each assessment is specifically designed to help students make progress in each subject area by emphasizing the knowledge and skills most critical to learn. 

Currently, some TAKS results are uploaded to the Migrant Student Information Exchange (MSIX), and the plans are to upload all TAKS results to MSIX in the near future. This information is invaluable for school staff who work with migrant students to properly place students in the appropriate academic program and/or courses.

Students in grades 5, 8, 11, and 12, who missed the opportunity to test in Texas during the fall, spring, or summer months, are eligible to test in the 14 other states that receive Texas migrant students. 

The Texas Migrant Interstate Program (TMIP) has testing arrangements with the following states: Delaware, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, Maryland, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, North Dakota, Ohio, Washington, Wisconsin, and Wyoming. These arrangements are instrumental for migrant students in Texas, who move to any of these states, for this allows students to prepare and take the TAKS assessment tests in these other states.

For more information, please contact Tomas Yañez, director of the Texas Migrant Interstate Program, at 800-292-7006 or 956-702-6047.


We thank Tomas Yañez for this month’s contribution.
