Spotlight: New Generation System
The vision of the New Generation System (NGS) is similar to that of MSIX—to provide essential demographic, education, and health data on migrant students to educators, administrators, and health providers through a Web-based interstate information network. Since its inception in 1995, NGS has been managed by the NGS Consortium comprised of seven states: Colorado, Delaware, Illinois, Ohio, Montana, Texas, and Wisconsin. NGS is customized to meet the unique needs of the consortium member states. Through this user-friendly system, educators are able to track students’ educational progress, including detailed course and credit information for secondary students, thus facilitating academic placement and continuity as students move from school to school. Whether it is through individual student transfer documents generated by the system or a wide range of reports available at the student, district, or state level, NGS assists member states in the delivery of direct services to students and provides information critical to program administration that also helps fulfill federal reporting requirements. NGS is available 24 hours per day, 7 days per week.

Entering information into NGS is accomplished through direct data entry, file upload, Electronic Data Interchange (EDI), File Transfer Protocol (FTP), or a mobile application. NGS’ design allows users immediate access to data. Its flexibility gives NGS the ability to quickly accommodate state and federal migrant data requirements, such as the State Consolidated Performance Reports and the MSIX initiative. NGS provides a full-time help desk to all users through a toll-free number.

Working closely with the MSIX contractor, NGS met requirements for file layout and data transfer early; in fact, NGS was one of the first systems to be MSIX-certified. To date, NGS has transferred hundreds of files to MSIX with close to half a million student records and the full range of Minimum Data Elements. 

Members of the NGS Consortium strongly believe that the sharing of current, comprehensive migrant student data among states is one of the best ways to counter the challenges that mobility presents to migrant students. As educators have more access to pertinent information on a real-time basis, they are better able to help migrant students achieve academic success, graduate from high school, and progress to postsecondary opportunities.

For more information, please contact Rosie Garza, Texas Education Agency, at 
512-463-7416, or Brenda Pessin, Illinois Migrant Council, at 312-663-1522.
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