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The Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) statewide  
assessments are designed to measure the extent to which a student  
from Texas has acquired and is able to apply the defined knowledge  
and skills at each grade level. 

Areas of student assessments include mathematics, English, science,  
English language arts, and social studies for students from grades 3 
through 10. For the 11th and 12th grades, the exit-level test includes 
English language arts, mathematics, science and social studies. The  
curriculum associated with each assessment is specifically designed to 
help students make progress in each subject area by emphasizing the  
knowledge and skills most critical to learn. 

Currently, some TAKS results are uploaded to the Migrant Student 
Information Exchange (MSIX), and the plans are to upload all TAKS 
results to MSIX in the near future. This information is invaluable for 
school staff who work with migrant students to properly place students 
in the appropriate academic program and/or courses.

Students in grades 5, 8, 11, and 12, who missed the opportunity to test 
in Texas during the fall, spring, or summer months, are eligible to test in 
the 14 other states that receive Texas migrant students. 

The Texas Migrant Interstate Program (TMIP) has testing  
arrangements with the following states: Delaware, Georgia, Illinois,  
Indiana, Maryland, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, North 
Dakota, Ohio, Washington, Wisconsin, and Wyoming. These  
arrangements are instrumental for migrant students in Texas, who  
move to any of these states, for this allows students to prepare and  
take the TAKS assessment tests in these other states.

For more information, please contact Tomas Yañez, director of the Texas 
Migrant Interstate Program, at 800-292-7006 or 956-702-6047.

We thank Tomas Yañez for this month’s contribution.



The REACTS Team presented at the 
2011 National Association of State 
Directors of Migrant Education 
(NASDME) Conference on May 3, 
2011, in New Orleans, La. 

The presentation, “REACTS: A 
New Tool for States to Further Their 
Records Exchange Efforts,” covered 
how the Office of Migrant Education 
(OME) formed REACTS to assist 
state and local education agencies with 
the electronic exchange of migrant 
student records. 

The REACTS Team also shared how 
they provide support, information, 
and education on the effective use of 
the MSIX consolidated record for the 
purposes of enrollment, placement, 
and credit accrual of migrant students. 

In addition, the REACTS Team 
currently offers on-site technical 
assistance to guide states in developing 
records exchange implementation 
strategies, a Support Center to answer 
programmatic questions from the 
states, and a Web-based Knowledge 
Center with useful information and 
document templates about successful 
records exchange practices. 

Learn more about this records 
exchange resource for your state by 
visiting the REACTS events Web  
page at  
http://reactsmsix.ed.gov/events.aspx.

The vision of the New Generation 
System (NGS) is similar to that 
of MSIX—to provide essential 
demographic, education, and health 
data on migrant students to educators, 
administrators, and health providers 
through a Web-based interstate 
information network. Since its 
inception in 1995, NGS has been 
managed by the NGS Consortium 
comprised of seven states: Colorado, 
Delaware, Illinois, Ohio, Montana, 
Texas, and Wisconsin. NGS is 
customized to meet the unique needs of 
the consortium member states. Through 
this user-friendly system, educators 
are able to track students’ educational 
progress, including detailed course 
and credit information for secondary 
students, thus facilitating academic 
placement and continuity as students 
move from school to school. Whether 
it is through individual student transfer 
documents generated by the system or 
a wide range of reports available at the 
student, district, or state level, NGS 
assists member states in the delivery of 
direct services to students and provides 
information critical to program 
administration that also helps fulfill 
federal reporting requirements. NGS is 
available 24 hours per day, 7 days per 
week.

Entering information into NGS is 
accomplished through direct data entry, 
file upload, Electronic Data Interchange 
(EDI), File Transfer Protocol (FTP), 
or a mobile application. NGS’ design 
allows users immediate access to data. 

Its flexibility gives NGS the ability 
to quickly accommodate state and 
federal migrant data requirements, 
such as the State Consolidated 
Performance Reports and the MSIX 
initiative. NGS provides a full-time 
help desk to all users through a  
toll-free number.

Working closely with the MSIX 
contractor, NGS met requirements 
for file layout and data transfer early; 
in fact, NGS was one of the first 
systems to be MSIX-certified. To 
date, NGS has transferred hundreds 
of files to MSIX with close to half a 
million student records and the full 
range of Minimum Data Elements. 

Members of the NGS Consortium 
strongly believe that the sharing of 
current, comprehensive migrant 
student data among states is one 
of the best ways to counter the 
challenges that mobility presents to 
migrant students. As educators have 
more access to pertinent information 
on a real-time basis, they are better 
able to help migrant students 
achieve academic success, graduate 
from high school, and progress to 
postsecondary opportunities.

For more information, please contact 
Rosie Garza, Texas Education 
Agency, at 512-463-7416, or  
Brenda Pessin, Illinois Migrant 
Council, at 312-663-1522.

We thank Brenda Pessin and  
Rosie Garza for their contribution.
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Overview of the REACTS State Site Visit

Since September 2010, the REACTS Team has provided on-site support to states that request assistance in an 
effort to develop and identify strategies that will increase the effectiveness and efficiency of their migrant records 
exchange program. During our visits, we have been very pleased with the level of collaboration from all  
participants. The participants include state program directors, recruiters, guidance counselors, and data specialists. 
Having everyone in a room for a two-day working session has proven to be very valuable.  

Prior to each site visit, states are asked to assess their own performance, by gauging where they are, based on a  
specific set of 60 indicators segmented into two topical areas of focus—Records Exchange and MSIX. The  
following table provides an example of a few indicators from the state self-assessment tool.

The objective of the self-assessment tool and site visits is to identify performance improvement areas and help  
advance the state from a “Start-up” to a “Widespread Use” level on each indicator. 

How is this done?  Upon completion of the assessment, the state identifies approximately 20 to 30 areas (i.e.,  
indicators) that they would like to discuss during the site visit. The REACTS facilitator leads the working session 
to identify issues, their cause and effect relationships, the gaps that are prohibiting the state from resolving them, 
and the strategies that the state can implement to resolve the identified gaps. Once these strategies have been  
identified, the team works together to prioritize all strategies and determine when they can be implemented,  
i.e., short-term (within one year), mid-term (within one to three years), or long-term (more than three years).

At the conclusion of each working session, the state is armed with a catalogue of strategies that can be used to  
create a strategic plan for their Migrant Education Program. In addition, the state will be informed as to the  
overall goals and objectives of MSIX and have a fully established partner and advisor within the REACTS Team, 
with whom to maintain contact.

Table - Example of the State Self-Assessment Tool: Indicators by Stage of Implementation

Records Exchange 
or MSIX Indicators

Early Stage
(Start-up)

Intermediate
Stage

(Awareness)

Advanced
Stage

(Widespread 
Use)

MSIX Is the State submitting the Minimum Data Elements (MDEs)? √
MSIX Is the State submitting correct/complete/invalid data? √

MSIX Is the State transmitting the MDEs on a regular basis? √

Records Exchange Does the State have MSIX policies and procedures? √
Records Exchange Have users been trained on the Consolidated Record and its 

possible uses?
√

Records Exchange Is the State collecting course history data? √
Records Exchange Is the State collecting assessment data? √

Source: Novel Management Group, LLC

Source: Novel Management Group, LLC
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Future Newsletters

You are on the Office of Migrant 
Education (OME) distribution 
list to receive this newsletter on 
a quarterly basis. 

We would love to hear your 
MSIX stories, challenges, and  
advice, and include these in 
future issues.

Feel free to share this issue of the 
REACTS newsletter with your 
staff and colleagues. 

If you prefer not to receive our 
news, feel free to contact us at  
reactshelp@ed.gov. We will  
automatically remove your  
address from our database.

Thank you for your continued 
support of the Migrant Records 
Exchange Initiative and MSIX. 
We look forward to serving you.

Sincerely,
Your REACTS Team

reactshelp@ed.gov

888-REACTS-0 or  
888-732-2870

http://reactsmsix.ed.gov

The photograph in this newsletter was used with permission from iStockphoto.com.

The chart and screenshot were used with permission from Novel Management Group, LLC, and Deloitte Consulting, LLP, respectively.

This newsletter was created by Novel Management Group under contract number ED-ESE-10-C-0034 and Jennifer K. Dozier was the contracting 
officer representative. The content does not necessarily represent the positions or policies of the Department of Education. No official endorsement by 
the U.S. Department of Education of any product, commodity, service, or enterprise mentioned in this publication is intended or should be inferred.

MSIX users are able to reassign a 
worklist item to all other users within 
their state who are less than or equal 
to that user’s role type. The screen-
shot below shows an example of a 
state data administrator’s worklist 
options for reassignment. Regional 
and district data administrators 
would only be able to see their level 
and below. 

When the checkbox next to a state, 

Source: MSIX Consultant, Deloitte Consulting, LLP

This Quarter’s New MSIX Features Highlight:  
Reassigning a Worklist Item to Other Users

region, or district is selected, all data 
administrators from that state, region, 
or district are selected for reassignment, 
and individual users can also be  
selected, to receive the reassigned list.

A worklist item can only be assigned 
to one “level” at a time, and a worklist 
item must be assigned to at least one 
user. Multiple users can be assigned the 
item, but only if they are the same level 
(i.e., all RDAs).

Screenshot - Reassign Worklist Features


