Migrant Parent Survey Results

On behalf of OME, the REACTS Team surveyed 27 migrant parents at the May 2011 National Association of State Directors of Migrant Education (NASDME) Annual Conference in New Orleans, La. The purpose of these surveys was to assess parental knowledge of MSIX and to understand how effective the MEP at the national and state levels have been in communicating the goals of the records exchange initiative and the existence of the MSIX system.

The surveys were obtained during two short outreach sessions between Monday, May 1, 2011, and Tuesday, May 2, 2011. From the 27 five-question surveys collected, 2 were answered in English and 25 in Spanish. All parents answered the survey anonymously. 

Overall, the results of the survey were very positive and will influence future MSIX and REACTS work. Although they showed a lack of wide-spread knowledge about the Records Exchange Initiative (REI) and MSIX among the parent community, they also indicated a strong parental support for the REI concept and for the potential benefits of MSIX. 

Here are a few of the comments from migrant parents about the REI and MSIX: 

“[I heard about MSIX] through a special meeting about the topic.” 

“I was in a meeting about MSIX in San Antonio, Texas where it was [explained] how MSIX is organized and everything was very clear. Thank you.”

“[The best way for MSIX to help with enrollment of my child, is to] speak to the migrant parent board so they can tell MEP directors and school directors.”

“Any help for migrant [students] is good and necessary for a better future.”

“If we do [the Records Exchange Initiative] right, the student’s records will get there before the student does.”

The Office of Migrant Education will soon make the parent survey results summary available to all migrant state directors. 

If you have any questions or comments regarding this survey, please contact 
Jennifer K. Dozier at (202) 205-4421 or the REACTS Support Center at (888)732-REACTS-0  or 888-732-2870.

